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CONFIDENTIAL LUSAKA 2389 

JOHANNESBURG AND PRETORIA FOR ASST SEC EASUM 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, SF, AO, ZA 

SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICAN INTENTIONS TOWARD ANGOLA 

1. LEAD STORY IN TIMES OF ZAMBIA TODAY, NOVEMBER 15, IS 
"REVELATION" BY MPLA CENTRAL COMMITTEE AND POLITBURO 
MEMBER CARLOS ROCHA, "SOUTH AFRICA RUSHING LARGE QUANTITIES 
OF ARMS TO REBEL ANGOLAN SECRET ARMY "ESINA" TO SLOW DOWN 
DECOLONIZATION PROCESS BY ERODING CONFIDENCE IN LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS." (ROCHA HAS JUST RETURNED FROM LUSANDA 
WHERE, ACCORDING TO TIMES, HE HEADED MPLA DELEGATION 
WHICH ARRIVED THERE NOV 8. SEE LUANDA 954. WE NOTE 
LUANDA 970 IDENTIFIES DELEGATION LEADER AS LUCIO LARA.) 
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ROCHA ALLEGED VIOLENCE OF PAST EIGHT DAYS IN LUANDA, 
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"LEAVING OVER 100 DEAD AND HUNDREDS OF OTHERS INJURED," 
WAS TRIGGERED BY REBEL ARMY SPONSORED BY SOUTH AFRICA 
AND "OTHER REACTIONARY FORCES." SAID REBEL TROOPS 
INITIALLY RECRUITED TO STAGE COUP D'ETAT DURING SPINOLA 
REGIME BUT EFFORT FOIDED WHEN MORE PROGRESSIVE GOMES 
BECAME PRESIDENT. REBEL ARMY, ESTIMATED AT OVER 
40,000 PORTUGUESE SETTLERS AND AIDED BY SOUTH AFRICAN 
OFFICERS, "NOW USING ALL EXPERIENCE GAINED IN TRAINING 
AND LARGE CACHES OF ARMS TO CAUSE AS MUCH CONFUSION 
AND BLOODSHED AS POSSIBLE TO MAKE PROGRESS IMPOSSIBLE." 
PAID ASSASSINS CARRYING MPLA FLAGS AND IN MPLA 
UNIFORMS COMMITTING ATROCITIES IN BID TO TURN PEOPLE 
AGAINST MPLA. "THEY WANT TO CREATE A SITUATION SIMILAR 
TO THAT IN CHILE WHERE PROGRESSIVE SPIRIT WAS KILLED." 

MPLA TAKING MEASURES TO ENSURE THE TROUBLEMAKERS 
ELIMINATED AND TO PREPARE WAY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL TALKS 
ON INDEPENDENCE. 

2. IN TIMES REPORT YESTERDAY RELATING TO SHOTS FIRED 
AT MPLA DELEGATION (INCLUDING LUSAKA DISTRICT 
GOVERNOR EDWARD LIMANDE WHO ACCOMPANIED) DURING 
LUANDA RALLY BY TWO TRUCKLOADS OF "REBEL PORTUGUESE 
POLICE," ROCHA WAS QUOTED AS SAYING DISSIDENTS FROM 
MOZAMBIQUE WERE IN ANGOLA TO CAUSE CHAOS AND 
JEOPARDIZE DECOLONIZATION. NO MENTION MADE OF SOUTH 
AFRICA IN THIS STORY. ROCHA REPORTEDLY SAID POLICE 
FORCE "COMPLETELY REACTIONARY AND HALF THE ARMY IS 
RIGHT WING." MPLA HAD SENT TROOPS TO LUANDA TO 
MAINTAIN PEACE IN COLLABORATION WITH PORTUGUESE SOLDIERS. 

3. ROCHA STORY, WHICH HAS ALL EARMARKS OF EFFORT 
OBSCURE MPLA RESPONSIBILITY FOR RECENT WAVE OF 
VIOLENCE IN LUANDA (LUANDA 970), TOUCHES DIRECTLY ON 
DEEP CONCERN OF ZAMBIA AND OTHERS RE ANGOLA AND SOUTH 
AFRICAN INTENTIONS TOWARD THAT TERRITORY. ZAMBIAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER MWAANGA RAISED QUESTION IN HIS 
AUGUST 20 MEMORANDUM TO SECRETARY, IDENTIFIED 
ANGOLAN SITUATION AS "THE MOST DANGEROUS," AND ASKED 
US TO USE ITS INFLUENCE TO PERSUADE SOUTH AFRICA NOT TO 
CONTEMPLATE INTERVENTION IN ANGOLA. DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
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SECRETARY MULCAHY OCT 22 MEMO TO SECRETARY COMMENTING 
ON MWAANGA'S MEMORANDUM NOTED WE HAD NO EVIDENCE OF 
ANY SOUTH AFRICAN INTENTION TO INTERVENE IN EITHER 
MOZAMBIQUE OR ANGOLA. MWAANGA AND OTHER 
ZAMBIANS HAVE SINCE EXPRESSED SATISFACTION WITH 
SAG STAND RE MOZAMBIQUE, BUT FOREIGN MINISTER 
IN HIS NOV 1 1 LETTER TO SECRETARY (LUSAKA 2366), 

STRESSED HIS CONCERN ABOUT SOUTH AFRICAN FAILURE SO 
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FAR TO GIVE SIMILAR ASSURANCES REGARDING ANGOLA. 

4. STORY OF "SECRET ARMY" OF ANGOLAN WHITE SETTLERS 
WITH AID OF SOUTH AFRICANS. OF COURSE, NOT NEW. AT 
LEAST SINCE EARLY OCT, WIRE SERVICES HAVE CARRIED 

SUCH ALLEGATIONS BY NETO IN CONNECTION WITH HIS APPEALS 
FOR ARMS. ROCHA ACCOUNT LIKELY HAVE MORE SUBSTANTIAL 
IMPACT NOW IN ATMOSPHERE CREATED BY LUANDA VIOLENCE 
OF PAST DAYS AND IN VIEW OF MOUNTING FEARS OF CIVIL 
WAR IN ANGOLA. 

5. ACCORDING BRIEF PRESS ITEM THIS MORNING, MWAANGA 
HAS JUST MET (PRESUMABLY YESTERDAY, NOV 14) WITH 
MOBUTU IN KINSHASA. DISCUSSION OF "BILATERAL 
RELATIONS" IS COVER STORY, BUT THERE CAN BE LITTLE DOUBT 
ANGOLA HIGH ON AGENDA. ANGOLAN PICTURE, INCIDENTALLY, 

NOT BRIGHTENED BY ANOTHER WEDGE ROCHA HAS APPARENTLY 
DRIVEN INTO MPLA. AT END OF TODAY'S TIMES ACCOUNT HE 
REPORTED TO HAVE SAID: "WE AS PARTY ARE PREPARED TO 
DISCUSS AND WORK TOGETHER WITH THE OTHER PARTIES TO FORM 
A COALITION GOVERNMENT." DISSIDENT LEADERS CHIPENDA 

AND AFRIQUE VIANA, HOWEVER, NO LONGER 
RECOGNIZED AS LEADERS OF PARTY'S FACTIONS. "AS FAR 
AS WE CONCERNED, THEY NO LONGER OUR MEMBERS." 

6. SOVIET INSPIRATION CONCEIVABLY BEHIND ALL THIS AND 
NOW, IT SEEMS TO US, IS TIME FOR SAG CLARIFY ITS 
POSITION AND INTENTIONS RE ANGOLA IN MOST 
AUTHORITATIVE AND PERSUASIVE MANNER POSSIBLE. 

CONTINUED SPECULATION AND UNCERTAINTY ABOUT 
SOUTH AFRICA'S ROLE CAN ONLY ADD TO THE CONFUSION AND 
CLOUDING OF THE ISSUES, POSSIBLY LEADING TO SERIOUS 
MISCALCULATIONS AFFECTING NOT ONLY ANGOLA BUT THE WHOLE 
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SOUTHERN AFRICAN EMBROGLIO. 

WILKOWSKI 
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